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Please note the above is a selection of the media coverage on the High Speed Rail and 
Scotland report, in total we secured media coverage in over 180 publications. 
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Jim Steer op-ed

HS2 should be an Anglo Scottish endeavour

As the Government in Westminster formulates an Integrated Rail Plan 
based on HS2 for the English Midlands and the North, they have also sought 
views on how to improve rail connectivity between Scotland and England.

Current plans for HS2 will already benefit Scotland, with services running on 
high speed infrastructure as far as Preston before going onto conventional 
lines for the last part of the journey. But under present plans, while HS2 
brings a shrinkage of travel times north-south in England, cross-border 
travel loses out, relatively speaking. In my view, the ambitions that 
Holyrood and Westminster transport Ministers signed up to 5 years ago 
now need to be brought forward. We need to do more to make the London-
Scotland journey time much nearer the magic 3 hour mark. 

Published this week, High-Speed Rail and Scotland, a new report from 
Greengauge 21 for industry body High Speed Rail Group, sets out the way in 
which HS2 could, and should, be linked to Scotland. Not only will this 
enhance connectivity between the two nations, it will also pave the way for 
a significant reduction of carbon emissions in line with the Scottish 
Government’s 2045 net zero goals, whilst cementing the UK Government’s 
ambition to ‘level up’ in the north of England. 

Despite early studies into cross-border high speed rail demonstrating the 
economic benefits, indeed it has been shown that adding a high speed rail 
line northwards from Manchester to Glasgow/ Edinburgh would have a 
benefit-cost ratio of 7.6:1, progress on developing firm proposals has been 
disappointingly slow. 
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Jim Steer op-ed

The good news, from a financial point of view at least, is that to get the 
benefits of HS2 to Scotland it is not necessary to build hundreds of miles of 
new high speed line all the way from Crewe to Edinburgh and Glasgow.

Instead, based on the emerging views of Transport Scotland and Network 
Rail, as well as local authorities in the North of England, it is clear that a 
programme of upgrades to existing lines judiciously combined with new 
sections of high speed line to bypass slow and congested sections of route 
is what is needed to meet projected demand for both freight and passenger 
travel, and get that journey time close to the 3 hour mark. In further good 
news, the preliminary studies have already been done.

As suggested in the name, the speed in which individuals could travel from 
London to Scotland is significant. All of the international evidence suggests 
that once rail has reached a journey time of 3 hours for a route, it has 
swiftly become the preferred mode of transport for most people making 
that journey, rather than air. You only need to look at journeys from London 
to Paris – a route that used to be dominated by the air market. But where, 
today, most people would think you were mad to do anything but get the 
high speed train via Eurostar. 

This shift is essential for achieving ambitious reductions in carbon emissions 
and ultimately reaching our net zero goals, which the Scottish Government 
wants to achieve by 2045. As the UK begins to emerge from Covid-19, the 
focus on a green recovery is essential. Over the past two months we have 
all seen the positive impact on air quality and the environment. While we 
now focus on our economic recovery, we cannot lose sight of the carbon-
cutting goals we have set ourselves and air quality improvements which are 
binding commitments. As transport is now the largest contributor to the 
UK’s emissions, the sector has a duty to act quickly and decisively to reduce 
them. 
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Jim Steer op-ed

HS2 is just as much about capacity as it is speed and its ability to reduce 
transport sector emissions.  And capacity concerns are particularly 
pertinent when considering cross-border high speed rail. Pre-Covid, the 
northern parts of the East and West Coast Main Lines were each operating 
at their capacity limits. Since cross-border rail travel is nearly all long-
distance, focused on business, leisure and tourism rather than commuter 
travel, it is a travel market that is likely to continue to grow as the country 
emerges from the pandemic. Scotland needs to be part of the HS2 story in 
order to free-up capacity on the East and West Coast Main Lines so they can 
continue to support the growth of the major city economies with additional 
commuter services, and so that more freight traffic can be switched to rail.  

Our report sets out an ambitious timescale. We need to deliver this by the 
end of the decade or else we will miss the opportunity to contribute 
towards meeting the transport sector’s carbon reduction goals going 
forward. In order for the true potential of HS2 to be achieved, and for 
Scotland to properly benefit, we need to invest now to make it happen. 
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A Rail Industry Group says three-hour journeys between 
London and Edinburgh could be possible if suitable 
investment was made to link the North East with the 
High Speed Two project, which is set to go as far as 
Leeds. 

A report by High Speed Rail Group is calling for the 
upgrading of Newcastle Central Station so it can take 
longer trains and it wants a new line built alongside the 
existing one between Dunbar and Edinburgh. 

The changes would knock about an hour and twenty 
minutes off the journey from London to Edinburgh and 
greatly improve times to Newcastle as well. 
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New calls are being made for investment in the railways in Cumbria so 
our county can benefit from high speed rail. A new study has been 
published by a leading not-for-profit transport lobby organisation. It 
argues that making improvements between Manchester and Scotland 
will boost the economy of Northern England and reduce carbon 
emissions.

The government gave high speed rail approval in February. Initially it 
will link London to Birmingham, with a second phase to Manchester 
and Leeds. It aims to significantly cut journey times, increase capacity 
and cut carbon emissions. But delays and spiralling costs means the 
project still has its vocal critics. 

In Cumbria it wasn't even clear whether high-speed trains would stop 
here, or if they would simply pass through. But now Greengage 21, a 
not-for-profit organisation set up to research and develop the case for a 
high-speed rail network in the UK, has published a detailed study of 
how Scotland and Northern England could significantly benefit. 

It was transport expert Jim Steer who wrote this report and he joins us 
now, Jim good morning to you. You want to make Carlisle an 
interchange station for high-speed rail, how will that benefit Cumbria?

Jim: Carlisle is already of course a great interchange station, if you were 
coming from Merryport, Whitehaven, Workington and so on, and of 
course from across the border from Dumfries and so on. With high-
speed rail services of course the attraction of travelling by train is that 
much greater and the ability to persuade people not to use their car for 
long-distance journeys is all the stronger. But of course they may not be 
trying to get to or from Carlisle it may be the surrounding parts 
of Cumbria and that's why you need a good hub station. 
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There had been ongoing concerns about high speed trains not stopping 
here at all, you're very much against the idea of them not stopping? 

Jim: Indeed we have been quietly campaigning about this point. The 
good news is that the plan now from HS2 Ltd is that trains, Anglo 
Scottish trains, will stop at Carlisle. But there is still no sign of 
trains that will continue southward onto high speed two from Penrith 
and Oxenholme, and that's still a challenge to be addressed I think. 

I'm guessing one of the other challenges to be addressed is the cost of 
all of this – we’ll be talking eyewatering amounts of money, and HS2 
might have already cost taxpayers £100 billion. 

Jim: Well I think the recommendation we have, and it's based on work 
done by Network Rail, HS2, Transport Scotland and the Department 
for Transport, but not published yet or at least initial studies were but 
they didn't really conclude anything in truth. We are saying we don't 
need to build a high-speed line from Crewe, which is where the current 
scheme will finish, but you do need to avoid low speed sections of the 
route, and you need to make sure there's enough capacity to run a 
mix of faster and slower freight trains for instance which are on the 
line. So that means targeted investment and a lower cost than building 
a high speed line across Cumbria. 
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HS2, you will be well aware, has its critics. Do you think you can win over 
those in Cumbria, who view this as a massive waste of money that is only 
going to benefit people ‘down south’ as it were?

Jim: I think we can, but we need to tell the story a lot better. I mean not 
having any trains stop anywhere in Cumbria, even though they go through it, 
was a pretty silly approach for a start. But I think people need to realise that 
going forward we have a huge problem in the transport sector, it is the 
biggest contributor to carbon emissions, it is the only one that is still 
growing and electrified rail has really got to be the cornerstone of our 
national network, not short-haul flights and not long haul car journeys, and 
preferably not so many lorries either because how are you going to 
decarbonise them? Nobody has a good answer yet. 
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Please note the following is a selection of the key regional titles, out of over 180 
pieces of regional coverage
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